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Ahl-al-dhimma

This M.A. thesis studies the status in Islamic jurisprudence of free non-
muslim subjects in the muslim state, known as ahl-al-dhimma. These com-
munities enjoy the status of subjects of the state under conditions and
terms of a contract between them and the muslim state.

The terms and conditions of the contract give dhimmas citizen rights
and demand in return responsibilities toward the state. The thesis specifies
these rights and responsibilities in detail. In accordance with the terms of
the contract, for example, those who are of fighting age and are physically
capable of it are exemplt from military service in return for a per capita tax.
While they can hold jobs in the public sector, dhimmas cannot hold jobs

. that entail making decisions affecting the status of muslim subjects. Dhim-

mas are guaranteed religious freedom, protection, and safety in the muslim
state. '
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